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than Mr. Supple began his dissuasives, which the host
so strongly seconded that they at length prevailed, and
Mr. Western agreed to return home, being principally
moved by one argument, viz. that he knew not which
way to go, and might probably be riding farther from
his daughter instead of towards her. He then took leave
of his brother sportsman, and expressing great joy that
the frost was broken (which might perhaps be no small
motive to his hastening home), set forwards, or rather
backwards, for Somersetshire; but not before he had
first despatched part of his retinue in quest of his
daughter, after whom he likewise sent a volley of the
most bitter execrations which he could invent.

MR. PARTRIDGE AT THE PLAY
OF HAMLET
Tom has also gone on his travels, in which he is accom-
panied by the simple-minded but lovable Partridge, who is
half-barber and half-schoolmaster. Partridge's excitement and
his misunderstandings at the play of Hamlet are amusingly
described here.
Mr. Jones having spent three hours in reading and
kissing Sophia's letter, and being, at last, in a state of
good spirits, he agreed to carry an appointment, which
he had before made, into execution* This was to attend
Mrs. Miller, and her younger daughter, into the gallery
at the play-house, and to admit Mr. Partridge as one
of the company. For as Jones had really that taste for